
reminders 

• homework assignment [Thursday midnight] - 2.75%


• [image in color on website]


• write your own question [Thursday midnight] -  +2 points 
on exam


• details on the website [greenresistance.wordpress.com]

http://greenresistance.wordpress.com


Let’s talk energy :-)



energy  
(chapter 2 continued)

• energy sources 


• disposable lands; climate change


• energy efficiency


• resistance to fossil fuel extraction / environmental justice


• (The Story of Stuff)
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sacrificial lands
• Naomi Klein.  Let them Drown: The violence of othering in a 

warming world


• “the thing about fossil fuels is that they are so inherently dirty 
and toxic that they require sacrificial people and places: people 
whose lungs and bodies can be sacrificed to work in the coal 
mines, people whose lands and water can be sacrificed to 
open-pit mining and oil spills.


• “Fossil fuels require sacrifice zones: they always have. And you 
can’t have a system built on sacrificial places and sacrificial 
people unless intellectual theories that justify their sacrifice 
exist and persist: from Manifest Destiny to Terra Nullius to 
Orientalism, from backward hillbillies to backward Indians.”



Yes, I do want you to read 
the article by Klein

• https://www.lrb.co.uk/v38/n11/naomi-klein/let-them-
drown


• (also available in audio)


• on the website

https://www.lrb.co.uk/v38/n11/naomi-klein/let-them-drown
https://www.lrb.co.uk/v38/n11/naomi-klein/let-them-drown


Energy efficiency
• Jevons Paradox - technological progress increases 

the efficiency with which a resource is used (reducing the 
amount necessary for any one use), but the rate 
of consumption of that resource rises because of 
increasing demand


• named after the 19th century English economist who 
noticed that as people began to use coal more efficiently, 
they began to use more coal, not less.


• Even if our individual energy savings more than make up for 
our new consumption of energy, greater energy efficiency 
may lead to faster economic growth, which in turn will lead 
to a greater demand for energy.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technological_change
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Efficiency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resource_(economics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consumption_(economics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demand_(economics)


cradle to cradle

A phrase invented by Walter R. Stahel in the 1970s and popularized by William 
McDonough and Michael Braungart in their 2002 book of the same name. 


This framework seeks to create production techniques that are not just 
efficient but are essentially waste free. 


In cradle-to-cradle production, all material inputs and outputs are seen either 
as technical  or biological nutrients. Technical  (i.e. synthetic ) nutrients can be 
recycled or reused with no loss of quality and biological nutrients composted 
or consumed. 


By contrast, cradle-to-grave refers to a company taking responsibility for the 
disposal of goods it has produced, but not necessarily putting products’ 
constituent components back into service.

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0865475873


examples…
• composting toilets … treat human excrement using biological processes, 

turning it into organic compost material that can be used to fertilise the 
soil. They are small-scale, complete waste processing systems


• “A dry composting toilet uses no water, so there is no 
plumbing involved, no chemicals needed, no flushing, it’s 
completely natural and organic.  The toilet is like a mini ecosystem 
that separates the liquids (the pee) and the solids (the poo) so the 
solids can convert into humus” - http://www.gonewiththewynns.com/
composting-toilet


• why? - Toilets can use between 2 to 7 gallons of water with every flush 
(we use more water in the bathroom than anywhere else in the house)


http://www.gonewiththewynns.com/composting-toilet
http://www.gonewiththewynns.com/composting-toilet


homes…



energy  
(chapter 2 continued)

• resistance to fossil fuel extraction / environmental justice


• (The Story of Stuff)


